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The Word of God in English: Criteria for 
Excellence in Bible Translation, by Leland 
Ryken. Wheaton, Ill: Crossway Books, 2002. 
336 pp. $15.99. ISBN 1-58134-464-3. 
Reviewed by Elizabeth Pearson, Library Director, 
Montreat College, Montreat, NC. 
The Word of God in English presents an analysis 
of contemporary Bible translation theory and 
practice. The book brings literary principles to 
bear on translation and delineates those qualities 
that characterize sound English Bible translation. 
Ryken, professor of English at Wheaton 
College, makes a convincing case for the 
supremacy of the King James Version as the best 
model. He positions himself in the debate about 
correct translation principles, defending 
essentially literal translations and expressing 
distrust of the dynamic equivalent translations 
which began appearing after the mid-twentieth 
century. Many modern translations, the author 
contends, have undermined standards that were 
once the accepted practice and expectation in 
Bible translation. 
Ryken's analysis is based on an understanding of 
the Bible as the inspired word of God and as 
a literary work. An underlying premise is the 
conviction that Bible translation must be faithful 
to the original text of the Bible. The author 
begins by establishing the principles of translation, 
emphasizing the importance of reproducing, as 
closely as possible, the meaning of the original 
words. The author argues that translators should 
give priority to the actual words of Scripture 
rather than the thoughts, because God inspires 
the very words, and not j ust the thoughts of 
the Bible. 
Scholarly in treatment, this book reflects the 
author's familiarity with the research literature, 
the major thinking on the subject, and the key 
arguments among Bible scholars and translators. 
Ryken's enlightening work is enriched by his 
years of experience in literary studies. He 
acknowledges the thought ofliterary and biblical 
scholars, including C.S. Lewis, Raymond Van 
Leeuwen, and D.A. Carson. Numerous excerpts 
from different versions of the Bible are 
compared to illustrate the main points. 
As Ryken's contribution to the current debate 
about differing theories ofBible translation, this 
book is partly polemical, yet it offers a critical 
examination of opposing theories. General 
readers will find here a well- reasoned and 
insightful discussion, informed by literary and 
biblical scholarship, which will help them make 
discerning choices about the many translations 
available. It is highly recommended for academic 
libraries. 
A Family Guide to Narnia: Biblical Truths in 
C. S. Lewis' The Chronicles of Narnia, by 
Christin Ditchfield. Wheaton, Ill: Crossway 
Books, 2003. 208pp. $12.99. ISBN 1-58134-515-1. 
Revie111ed by Melissa Moore, Reference Librarian and 
Team Leader for Public Services, Union Universit)t, 
jackson, TN 
A Family Guide to Narnia is an extremely useful 
and thought-provoking guide to the books of 
Narnia. Particularly helpful for parents and 
Christian educators, the guide is not deep, but it 
serves as a great discussion starter among adults 
and children. Structurally, the book has a section 
on each of the seven books in the C hronicles of 
Narnia series. Each section has a brief introduction 
to the book; a Scripture verse for each chapter, 
as well as three or four biblical parallels between 
the story and the Scriptures (with the biblical 
text reprinted, not just referenced); a "Did You 
Know" or "Think About It" question or 
comment after each chapter to promote further 
reflection; and some Scripture references on a 
topic relevant to that chapter (such as quarreling, 
repentance, greed, or doubt). A brief list of 
recommended resources and a four-page 
Scripture Index complete this slim volume. 
Ditchfield is the host of the nationally syndicated 
radio program Take It to Heart and has written 
more than twenty-five books for children as 
well as articles for several Christian journals. 
This book is an excellent source for teaching 
children and youth how to think biblically 
about any fiction they read and will be an 
important purchase for public, church, school, 
and some academic libraries. 
Counseling for the Soul in Distress What 
Every Religious Counselor Should Know 
About Emotional and Mental Illness, by 
R ichard W Roukema. New York: Haworth 
Pastoral Press, 2003. 279 pp. $29.95. ISBN 
0-7890-1630-3 . 
Reviewed by Sharon Hinton RN, BSN, LP, Librarian, 
First United Methodist Church, Floydada, TX. 
Dr. Roukema has produced an extremely 
informative and important reference containing 
psychiatric emotional and mental health 
information in a reader-friendly and usable 
format. This guide is for anyone who provides 
pastoral counseling. Each chapter includes 
explanations of the topic, clinical examples, and 
suggestions for clergy/pastoral counselors. This 
book provides clear, concise information about 
the various aspects of psychiatry that pastoral 
counselors are likely to encounter. Chapter topics 
are comprehensive and include conflicts and 
concerns of religion and psychiatry, parents, 
society, and heredity, medication, mood disorders, 
psychotic disorders, neuroses, addictions, organic 
mental disorders, personality disorders, stress and 
loss, sexual problems, eating disorders, ethics, 
and referral. I was especially impressed with the 
relevancy of each chapter to the people one 
encounters in everyday interactions with members 
of a community of fai th. The author also 
provides the reader with tools to assess personal 
strengths and weakness along with suggestions 
for self-care. This text compares well to other 
books relating to religion and psychotherapy. It 
is an important resource for clergy and others in 
the helping professions who refer or counsel 
people in distress. 
Christ-Centered Therapy: Empowering the 
Self, by R uss Harris. New York: Haworth Press, 
Inc., 2002.284 pp. $49.95. ISBN 0-7890-1227-8. 
Reviewed by Paul Nixon, Public Services/System 
Librarian, Mount Vernon Nazarene University, 
Mount Vernon, OH 
Dr. Harris, a counselor and psychotherapist, 
brings together the Internal Family System 
(IFS) therapeutic model and the Christian fai th, 
which he terms the Christ-centered Internal 
Family System (CCIFS) model. 
The IFS model is based on the work ofRichard 
Schwartz that has roots in the psychotherapy of 
Carl Jung and Assagioli. Harris describes the IFS 
model in the first section, a model which posits 
the "self" surrounded by subpersonalities, or 
parts, which often respond to life situations and 
stresses in dysfunctional ways, i. e., fear, anxiety, 
impulsive behavior, condescending thoughts 
and other negative responses. To counter those 
responses, the goal of IFS therapy is to unhook 
the self so it is not overwhelmed by the part's 
responses, but is enabled to assert its leadership 
qualities (self-awareness, perspective, balanced 
j udgment, etc.) and become a change agent for 
dysfunctional parts. 
The merger of Christian spirituality with the 
IFS model, described in section two, effects the 
self's healing and empowerment with the power 
of faith. The chapters focus on CCIFS concepts 
and introduce therapeutic techniques. 
The leadership tools described in section three 
is a response, says Harris, "to the needs of clients 
for skills to help them lead their parts in meeting 
life's situations with the new creativity released 
from Christ-centered therapy." (p.123) These 
tools (1) forgiving past and present offenses, (2) 
identifying destructive responses to situations, 
(3) turning to Jesus for empowerment, and (4) 
enabling the self to design new responses, are 
important to the growth of the self in asserting 
it's leadership over the responses of the parts. 
Helps for the counselor are provided through 
chapter summaries, exercises for self-reflection, 
clinical outlines for CCIFS therapy and case 
studies showing step-by-step interventions. 
Presented in an insightful and practical manner, 
Harris provides the counselor an understanding 
of the complexities in dealing with the 
situational and emotional problems of people 
that can be addressed with the wisdom of God's 
word and spiritual healing. 
Harris's work draws from his clinical training 
and experience as both an ordained minister 
and counselor in private practice. His work 
would be a good addition to the counselor's 
library and should also be considered for 
libraries of institutions with programs in 
pastoral care or C hristian counseling. 
God in the Slums: Dreams & Reality in Belo 
Horizonte. Worcester, PA: Vision Video, 
800-523-0226 www.visionvideo.com 2003. 
Video. 53 min. $19.99. 
Reviewed by Ruth E. Martin, Director cif Library 
Services, Christian Heritage College, El Cajon, CA 
God in the Slums is a 53-minute video that 
shares the burden for the street children of Belo 
Horizonte, Brazil. Johan and Jeanette Lukusse, a 
teacher and a nurse, have devoted the last 20+ 
years of their lives to this ministry. Jocum 
[Portuguese for 'Youth with a Mission'] serves the 
city ofBelo Horizonte where at any given time 
around 400 children make the street their home. 
The House ofRescue brings light to the darkness 
of alcoholism, drugs, violence, illness, sexual 
abuse, and dysfunctional families. The video 
explains the 2-week program whereby 5 children 100 
The Christian Librarian, 48 (3) 2005 
101 
The Christian Librarian, 48 (3) 2005 
learn to live in a home, learn to do some household 
chores, learn when to sleep and when to eat. 
They learn there is hope and that hope comes 
from God. If successful during this 2-week 
setting, the boys move into the Restoration 
House and the girls move into the Cozy 
Corner. It was stated that 50% of the children 
runaway fromJocum one or more times though 
80% have successfully completed the program. 
T he video includes a number of interviews of 
children sharing how their lives have changed 
and presents how other projects and additional 
housing could further meet the needs of Belo 
Horizonte. Though the statistics used throughout 
the video are likely no longer current, I recommend 
this resource for college classroom use in 
children's ministry, mission, psychology, and 
education courses. 
A Diary of Revival: The Story of the 1904 
Welsh Awakening. Worcester, PA:Vision Video, 
800-523-0226 www.visionvideo.com 2003. 
Video. 62 min. $19.99.7-27985-00639-0. 
Reviewed by James L. Sarm, Director of Library, 
Eastern University, St. Davids, Pennsylvania. 
The Welsh Revival of 1903-1906 is chronicled 
in this generally well-filmed biography of Evan 
Roberts. A common lad from the coal mining 
districts, Roberts seemed called by the Holy 
Spirit out of no-where, to be one of the seminal 
leaders in an emotion charged revival that led, it 
is believed, to over 100,000 conversions. Other 
revivalists referred to in the video include WT. 
Studd, Joseph Jenkins, WS. Jones. This charismatic 
revival had unlikely connections to the Welsh 
Calvinist Methodists. T he Revival was marked 
by fervent and sometimes simultaneous prayer, 
singing, nightly worship meetings, individualist 
witnessing, and multi-hour services that went to 
the early morning hours. 
Roberts call to the youth and working class 
Welsh was fourfold: seek full and complete pardon 
for your past sins, remove any doubtful practice 
or habit from your life, obey the Holy Spirit 
without question, and make public and personal 
confession of Jesus Christ publicly. His pietism 
was marked by a desire to have God " bend 
him." T he tone he set was one of joy in the 
Lord. The experiential power behind Roberts' 
revival style entailed his speaking personally to 
the Lord in the middle of the night for exhausting 
four hour intervals, hearing the literal voice of 
the Spirit, and a fervid trust in God to provide 
the power for the revival. T his singular sense of 
mission reminded me of Joan of Arc. 
The treatment of the topic is historical, but 
uncritical. Though no one can deny the unique 
position of Evan Roberts in this spiritual 
awakening, it is interesting to note that on the 
American side of the Atlantic, the beginnings of 
the modern Pentecostal and charismatic 
movement were taking place in the Revival of 
1901 , and in the Azusa Street revival of 1906 -
at which there was also an emphasis on the 
"baptism of the Spirit." No mention was made 
that we might be examining a social, as well as 
a spiritual movement. 
The other odd and eccentric thing about the 
video was the embedding of three hymns sung 
by a Welsh tenor at different points in the 
documentary. Considering that the video is a 
cumbersome 62 minutes long - instead of the 
less than one hour needed for most classroom or 
normal church service meetings one wonders 
why the beautifully sung, but unneeded filler 
was added to the film. 
Roberts's epitaph on the monument outside 
Moriah C hapel, the center of the revival, read: 
"Dear friend, God loves you, therefore seek him 
diligently, pray to him earnestly, read his words 
constantly. Yours in the gospel, Evan Roberts." 
Good advice. Libraries in charismatic and 
Pentecostal studies, and modern church history, 
will find this a useful addition. 
Kenn Kington: I'm Confused. Worcester, PA: 
Vision Video, 800-523-0226 www.visionvideo.com 
2002.Video. 150 min. $14.99. 
Reviewed by Phyllis E. Fox, Head, Media Services, 
Point Loma Nazarene University, San Diego, CA 
Are you in need of a good laugh? Do you enjoy 
standup comedy? T hen I suggest that you watch 
this video ofKenn Kington with added appearances 
from Paul Aldrich and Mike Williams. This was 
taped live from the Ultimate Comedy Tour in 
Houston, Texas. The humor is clean and addresses 
the events of everyday life and the comedians 
are diverse in their styles of humor. People of all 
ages will find something to laugh about. 
This video is appropriate for church or personal 
libraries or any library that might collect 
such materials. 
Walking With the Celtic Saints: A 
Devotional, by Neil and Gerlinde Kennedy-Jones 
and Andrew M. Seddon. New York: Crossroad, 
2004. 158 pp. $16.95. ISBN 0-8245-2264-8. 
Reviewed by ~mer A. Lind, Asst. Library Director, 
Bluqield College, Bluqield, VA . 
In recent years, there has been increased interest, 
in some quarters, in the heritage of early Celtic 
Christianity - the faith of the Celtic believers 
living in the British Isles during the so-called 
"Dark Ages," whose monastic movement and 
missionary activity were significant forces in 
shaping Western Christendom. In the Celtic 
spirituality of those days, many moderns perceive 
a kind of Christianity that is fully orthodox, but 
at the same time more holistic, inclusive, and 
biblically balanced in its lifestyle than many 
other branches of the later Church would be. 
T his perception may or may not be wholly 
accurate; but in any case, a constructive product 
of this revived Celtic interest is this attractive 
devotional book, written by a Canadian couple 
who currently operate an inner-city outreach 
ministry in British Columbia, and by a British-
born American physician who holds a master's 
degree in Celtic Christianity. 
Each of the 15 devotionals in the book, after a 
short invocation, provides an imaginative 
reconstruction of some incident in the life of a 
particular Celtic saint (Patrick is of course the 
best known); some of these vignettes are based 
on later hagiographic writings or legends, while 
others are purely exercises in "might have been." 
All of these are followed by a reflection about 
the spiritual truth the story illustrates, an original 
poem (the poetry displays considerable talent) 
and a Scripture text, a brief prayerful 
meditation, and a blessing. A number of the 
invocations and blessings are actually translations 
of traditional Celtic originals. 
The stories and reflections have a quiet simplicity, 
depth, and freshness that many readers will find 
appealing. While the Celtic flavor will be what 
draws some readers, the message is ecumenical, 
edifying for Christians of all kinds. T his book 
will find appreciative readers in any library that 
collects modern devotional material. 
Flowers Along the Path, by Esther Carls 
Dodgen. Uhrichsville, OH: Barbour Publishing 
Inc. 2001. 377 pp. $7.95. ISBN 1-57748-993-4. 
Reviewed by Crisanta P Bustamante, Head 
Librarian, International School of Theology-Asia, 
Quezon City Philippines. 
The book is an anthology of spiritual writings 
from writers of many nationalities and eras from 
people in all walks of life. The author compared 
tlus collection to a flower garden sown with 
seeds gathered from many lands and many ages. 
It includes selection of non- fictional prose and 
poetry from writers whose ideas have a real 
sense of worth to spiritual pilgrimage. 
T his splendid thought-provoking Christian 
writings could be used in a variety of ways. It 
would make an excellent devotional to open 
our eyes and look around seeing God in our 
everyday life. Anyone who reads any portion of 
this collected wisdom will find clues to the path 
that leads home and will received encouragement 
and inspiration to seek God further. 
This collection will appeal to anyone interested 
in spiritual matters and will be cherished for 
generations by both Christian and secular readers 
as a rich source of inspiration and guidance for all 
who seek true and everlasting spiritual fulfillment. 
T he New Bride Guide: Everything You N eed 
to Know for the First Years of Marriage, by 
Elli Kay. Minneapolis: Bethany House, 2003 . 
238 pp. $11.99. 
Reviewed by LaRita Schandoiff, Reference & 
Instructional Services Librarian, Northwest Nazarene 
University, Nampa, ID. 
The title might be a bit overstated when it 
claims to deliver "everything you need to 
know", but it certainly is a good start. The New 
Bride Guide is like having a mom away from 
home. Kay succeeds in dispensing practical 
wisdom with enough contemporary wit and 
humor to make it easy on the ear - a perfect 
combination for the overwhelmed bride-to-be. 
The book is divided into four sections. In "The 
Princess Bride on a Cinderella Budget" Kay 
gives tips for controlling costs while organizing 
the main events. "King of the Castle and Q ueen 
of Hearts" briefly addresses building the marital 
relationship. In "Queen of Everything" Kay 
tackles finances, decorating, entertaining, and 
creating family traditions. "Living Happily Ever 
After" goes beyond the wedding by giving 
advice on in-laws, debt, personal priorities and 
celebrating anniversaries. T he guide concludes 
with a recommended reading list. And what is a 
wedding planner without checklists? There are 
indeed two or three fill-in-the-blank pages, but 
this is does not prevent it from being useful to 
the short-term library borrower. 
In a culture where overspending is the norm 
Kay offers a voice of reason and she does it all 
without getting preachy or dull. As a military 
wife and mother of five, she can speak from 
experience about living on a budget. I would 
strongly recommend this little book for any college 
library, especially those that need to bring their 
homemaking section into the 21st century. The 
New Bride Guide would also make a thoughtful 
engagement gift for a daughter or friend. 102 
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All the Way Home, by Ann Tatlock. 
Minneapolis: Bethany House, 2002. 448pp. 
$12.99. ISBN 0-7642-2663-0. 
Reviewed by Melissa Moore, Riference Librarian and 
Team Leader for Public Services, Union University, 
Jackson, TN 
Red-haired and only nine years old, Augie 
Schuler has a tough life - her father's committed 
suicide, her mother's an alcoholic, and her home 
in 1939 is with her vicious and prejudiced 
Uncle Finn in a poverty-stricken L.A. neigh-
borhood. Then Augie meets Sunny Yamagata 
and discovers not only her first real friend but 
also a real family. Augie loves the Yamagatas so 
much that she moves in with them to escape 
Uncle Finn. But their home is broken up in 
1942 when the Yamagatas are sent to an 
internment camp. Augie is left behind to grow 
up. Over 25 years later, Sunny manages to track 
down Augie (now a j ournalist) and bring her to 
Mississippi, landing her in the middle of the 
civil rights movement and the activities of the 
Ku Klux Klan. Augie may be an adult now, but 
she's still confronted with the prejudices of 
others, and she's still seeking a home. 
This novel won the Christy Award (2003) for 
Contemporary Fiction. Willie the characterizations 
were strong and the issues thought provoking, 
the absence of spiritual experience was a 
surprise and a disappointment. Augie and Sunny 
wonder about as children, yet the hunger for 
God is almost nonexistent in their adult years. 
Augie (the central character) never has an 
awareness of sin or need for a savior. Sunny's 
active in a Methodist church but only offers a 
few vague references to a Higher Purpose. 
There are other characters (Miss Ebba, for 
instance) who seem to have an understanding of 
heaven and God's sovereignty, yet it never 
becomes an integral part of the story. All the 
Way Home may reunite Augie with the 
Yamagatas, but it doesn't successfully get her 
Home. Still, with the recognition afforded by 
the Christy, there may be demand for this title 
in fiction collections. 
The Prodigal, by Beverly Lewis. Bloomington, 
MN: Bethany House, 2004. Abram's Daughters 
series, book four. 320pp. $17.99 (cloth); 
$12.99 (paper). ISBN 0-7642-2878-1 (cloth); 
0-7642-2873-0 (paper). 
Reviewed by Melissa Moore, Riference Librarian and 
Team Leader for Public Services, Union University, 
Jackson, TN 
Fans of Abram's Daughters will be pleased with 
the arrival ofThe Prodigal. Leah has mourned 
her mother Ida's passing and is now raising her 
siblings Lyddie and Abe as her own, in her 
father 's house. She has embraced her mother's 
personal faith in Jesus and seeks Him in His 
Word and in prayer daily, looking for opportunities 
to share this faith with her siblings. Hannah has 
married Gideon Peachy, who becomes the 
Bishop of the Amish congregation in Gobbler's 
Knob, and begins her family, though she 
struggles with fears of death and depression at 
times. Mary Ruth is much more comfortable in 
the Mennonite conununity down the road, 
though she loses her fi rst love, Elias. Perhaps 
most importantly, Sadie has returned to her 
family and given a kneeling confession of her 
sin. She is a widow (though not Jonas's) with no 
surviving children, which makes the identity 
and fate of her firstborn (illegitimate) son that 
much more important. 
And in fact, Sadie's son's identity, along with 
glimpses of Jonas in Ohio, moves an otherwise 
sluggish narrative forward. Leah is surviving too 
easily without her beloved Jonas; the supposed 
tensions between modern medical physicians 
(particularly Henry Schwartz) and Amish hex 
doctors are weak; the budding relationship 
between Abram and Lizzie too convenient. 
Even the cover art makes you think the focus 
will be Jonas, but as a prodigal, Sadie receives 
much more attention. The strengths are the 
exploration of the Amish religious structure and 
teachings, the believable conversions of a few 
important characters, and (as with all Lewis's 
Amish fiction) the portrayal of daily life. The 
Prodigal ends with several storylines still to be 
tied up; most readers will likely hope with me 
that Lewis does so beautifully and conclusively 
in book five. 
The Cross and Crescent: Responding to the 
Challenge of Islam, by Colin Chapman. 
Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press, 2003. 
354 pp. $16.00. ISBN 0-8308-3204-1. 
Reviewed by James L. Sauer, Director of Library, 
Eastern University, St. Davids, Pennsylvania. 
Islam and Christianity are religions that offer 
singular, demanding, and non-negotiable 
worldviews. These worldviews contradict each 
other. Yet, they have similarities. Whenever they 
have met in history, they have clashed. This was 
true in the middle ages and is true now. What 
has changed is the advance of technology and 
communications, the general apostasy of 
Western Christendom, the emigration of vast 
numbers of Muslims into Europe, and the political 
results of the Age ofTerrorism. 
Colin Chapman, a lecturer in Lebanon, and 
former Principal of Crowther Hall, of the 
Christian mission Society of Birmingham 
England, has written a thorough, but highly 
irenic treatment of Christian-Muslim dialogue. 
Though he sees an inevitable clash of civilizations, 
he believes there are methods that will allow us 
to hear and respect each other. His opinions are 
knowledgeable, and perhaps more hopeful than 
realistic. Yet, who can argue with his assertion 
that "the command to love our neighbors is 
prior to the command to go out and make 
disciples of all the nations. It makes little sense 
to calculate how we are going to share the 
gospel with our Muslim neighbors if we have 
not begun to know them love them and are for 
them as our neighbors." (p. 25) 
The book is structured into five parts: part one, 
Relating to our Muslim neighbors; part two, 
understanding Islam; part three, Entering into 
discussion and dialogue; part four Facing 
Fundamental Issues; part five, Sharing our Faith. 
He gives case studies with discussion question, 
embeds bibliographies, presents summary 
charts. He treats the reader to a basic overview 
of Islarnic history and theology - the Quran, 
Mohammed, the Five Pillars, the sunna and the 
hadith, sharia law, the Sunni, the Shia, Sufism, 
Islamic folk religion. There is a long chapter on 
Islam and Women-in which the author points 
out our own inconsistent treatment of women. 
This book is a useful summary for High 
School, College, or Church - offering plenty of 
opportunities for discussion. 
Surrender to Love, by David G. Benner. 
Downers Grove, Ill: InterVarsity Press, 2003. 120 
pp. $11.00 ISBN 0-8308-2302-6. 
Reviewed by Peter Sherry, Acquisitions Supervisor, 
Bethel University, St. Paul, MN 
My exposure to Benner's writing prior to this 
publication was primarily in the context of clinical 
pastoral education. Such titles as Care of Souls 
and Strategic Pastoral Counseling are standards 
for students of pastoral care, and were quite 
helpful in my own seminary experience. This 
small volume, on the other hand, was more 
devotional than instructional as the previous 
titles mentioned. This is not to say that I would 
not recommend the book, only which those 
familiar primarily with Benner's instructional 
titles ought to adjust their expectations accordingly. 
Spiritual growth does not yield an identical 
finished product in every person, partly because 
the steps to spiritual growth are not the same for 
each person, but also because God's approach to 
each person is unique. Benner seems to identifY 
with this approach, as he does not attempt to 
provide concrete steps a person "ought" to take 
in surrendering to divine love. Instead, Benner 
carefully and thoroughly explains the difference 
between and interrelatedness of "obedience" 
and "surrender":While God requires our obedience, 
what He desires is our surrender. Benner's 
explanation of this concept, which is the heart 
of the book, is the most thought-provoking 
insight he offers, and while the book is hardly as 
academic or clinical as his previous work, it is 
certainly appropriate for any devotional collection. 
Finding God in the Questions: A Personal 
Journey, by Timothy G. Johnson. Downers 
Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press, 2004. 216 pp. 
$19.00. ISBN 0-8308-3214-9. 
Reviewed by Dr. Do1wld L. Tucker, Professor of 
Christian Ed11cation and Preaching, '011/ey Forge 
Christian College, Phoenixville, PA. 
Dr. T imothy Johnson is best known as the 
television medical journalist for ABC News. He 
is regularly seen on Good Morning America, 
World News Tonight, and 20/20. What is less 
known is that Johnson graduated from a 
denominational theological seminary before 
becoming a physician . Besides his standing as an 
author, journalist, public figure, and medical 
doctor at Massachusetts General Hospital and 
Harvard Medical School, Johnson also serves as 
an assisting minister at Community Covenant 
Church in West Peabody, Massachusetts. 
By his own admission, this book is a personal 
account of Johnson's beliefs and struggles with 
questions of Christian faith.Johnson writes, "As 
I approached my sixty-fifth birthday . . . I 
experienced a strong urge to return to my 
religious roots in a new and fresh way -
thoroughly reexamining what I believe and 
why." His goal: "to rediscover what I really do 
believe and then decide honestly what it means 
for how I live the rest of my life." 
He wrestles with common and profound 
religious issues: the existence of God, creation of 
the universe, the nature of humanity, authority 
of the Bible, the teachings of Jesus, personal 
faith, and the providence of God. Johnson 104 
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invites the reader to walk with him on an 
autobiographical journey through the tough 
questions of belief and doubt. 
Throughout the book, Johnson speaks with 
candor and honesty about both his personal 
stance and his doubts along the way. There are 
no quick fixes and no cliches. He deals openly 
with the existence of God, creation, the makeup 
of the universe, freedom of choice, definitions of 
salvation, exclusiveness, suffering, providence, 
the humanness of Jesus, the afterlife, biblical 
interpretation, and difficulties in defining the 
term Christian. 
Johnson does not coerce the reader to accept his 
stance, but encourages true spiritual exploration 
and a genuine examination of the reasonableness 
of the answers. T his is not a scholarly examination 
of doctrinal viewpoints, but an introspective 
look at personal faith. He does not assume any 
previous familiarity with Christianity. But, 
while exploring numerous questions, he doesn't 
leave the conclusions open-ended. Johnson's 
thesis is "that even in the midst of many difficult 
intellectual and spiritual questions, it is possible 
to find enough answers to get on with our 
spiritual life (p. 198) ." 
The book is arranged in a question and answer 
format. Johnson begins each chapter with a 
question or series of questions and proceeds to 
examine each on its own merit, using logic and 
reflections based upon life experience. Johnson 
concludes with his own answers to each question. 
He is careful to present answers in a simple and 
straightforward way, avoiding technical vocabulary 
and complex discussions of alternatives. 
A valuable list of additional suggested resources 
is included to direct the curious reader to more 
extensive discussions of each issue. T his book 
is recommended for academic, church, and 
personal libraries. 
A User's Guide to Bible Translations: Making 
the Most of Different Versions, by David 
Dewey. Downer's Grove, ill.: InterVarsity Press, 
2004. 239 pp. $13.00. ISBN 0-8308-3273-4. 
R eviewed by Greg Goebel, Circulation Supervisor, 
Columbia I11temational University, Columbia, 
South Caroli11a. 
T his handy guide is written by David Dewey, 
minister of Sutcliffe Baptist Church in England 
and author of Faith and Common Sense and 
T he Bible Unwrapped. It is an excellent 
introductory resource for understanding basic 
translation choices and the various English 
versions which represent those choices. 
Dewey begins by succinctly explaining form 
and meaning driven translation theories, stylistic 
choices, gender accuracy, and other details. T he 
form driven translations are more literal and 
transparent to the original, while the meaning 
driven translations are more dynamic and vivid 
to modern English readers. He briefly discusses 
stylistic choices such as reading level, colloquialism, 
poetry layout, and what a translation sounds like 
when read aloud. Dewey devotes a chapter to a 
moderate and helpful discussion of gender accuracy 
and the inclusive language debate. He then 
provides a brief history of English Bible transla-
tion, followed by a review of currently available 
English Bibles. This review is full of easy-to-
understand comparisons accompanied by charts, 
and his tone is critical but non-judgmental. 
The author recommends choosing a Bible 
appropriate to one's reading level and to the task 
at hand. For most readers, Dewey suggests a 
form-driven version for in-depth study and he 
advises a meaning-driven version for personal 
reading. He includes three appendices, one of 
which is a helpful, non-technical explanation 
of the manuscript transmission and textual 
criticism of the O ld and New Testaments. 
T his book is the most recent and best of about 
five such books in recent years. T he depth it 
loses due to brevity is compensated by Dewey's 
ability to articulate complex issues with precise 
clarity. Its introductory nature makes it ideal for 
lay persons and undergraduates as well as anyone 
who is choosing a Bible. It is recommended for 
church, college, and seminary libraries. 
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